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Count Adam Tarnowski had appeared as representative
of the Polish Council of Regency, and, more important
still, there had arrived a delegation of young men, hardly
past their student years, who represented the Government
of the Ukrainian Rada.

The recognition of Ukrainian autonomy had brought
about the resignation of Prince Lvov and his Cadets
from the Provisional Government at the moment of the
Bolshevik rising in July 1917 ; the Ukrainians exercised
their right of self-determination at the earliest opportunity
after the Bolshevik coup. The election at the end of
November had resulted in an overwhelming victory for
the liberal national forces, giving them more than 75
per cent of the seats in the Assembly, and only 10 per cent
to the Bolsheviks. The Bolsheviks then, had recourse to
their old policy of a direct appeal to the masses, and a
congress of workers and peasants was summoned at Kiev.
Contrary to the expectations of Smolny, out of the 2000
delegates assembled only 80 were Bolsheviks, the remainder
being overwhelmingly in support of the Central Rada. The
Bolshevik group seceded and set up a rival government
at Kharkov where they bided their time and sought help
from Petrograd.

In great jubilation, and very full of their own import-
ance, a delegation of three young men, MM. Levitsky,
Liubinsky, and Sevruk, set off for Brest, demanding a
place at the conference table; they harboured far-reaching
plans for a greater Ukraine which envisaged the annexa-
tion of the Ruthenian portions of Galicia and the Buko-
vina, and the surrender by Austria of the district of
Cholm.

The arrival of these tempestuous young men proved a
source of considerable annoyance to Count Czernin. Apart
from the natural personal humiliation at being called upon
to negotiate with schoolboys, he was perturbed at the
prospect of having to purchase Ukrainian grain for Austria